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A choir heard ’round the world 


LLOYD FOX/BALTIMORE SUN 


Members of the Cardinal Shehan choir, including John Paige, front, sing during a live performance for The Baltimore Sun 
Monday morning. The group rose to internet fame after choir director Kenyatta Hardison posted a video of the group’s 
performance of “Rise Up” in September. Since then, the video has been viewed more than 3.5 million times and the group’s 


popularity has skyrocketed. In October, the choir performed live on “Good Morning America, 


” and it sang the national 


anthem at the Dec. 3 Ravens game. See video of the choir’s Monday performance at baltimoresun.com/darkroom 


Transgender people can enlist 
in military Jan. 1, Pentagon says 


In setback to Trump, 
federal judge refuses to put 
the start date on hold 


From Sun news services 


WASHINGTON — Transgender 
recruits will be allowed to enlist in the 
military beginning Jan. 1 the Pentagon said 
Monday, as President Donald Trump’s 
ordered ban suffered another legal setback. 

The new policy reflects the difficult 
hurdles the federal government would 
have to cross to enforce Trump’s demand 
earlier this year to bar transgender individ- 
uals from the military. 


Inside 


Three women restate accusations 
against Trump NEWS PG 4 


Two federal courts — including one in 
Baltimore — already have ruled against the 
ban and on Monday a federal court judge 
denied a government request to set aside 
the January start date for enlistment. 

In October, U.S. District Judge Colleen 
Kollar-Kotelly barred the Trump adminis- 
tration from proceeding with its plan to 
exclude transgender people from military 
service. Part of the effect of the ruling was 


that the military would be required to 
allow transgender people to enlist begin- 
ning Jan. 1. 

Judge Marvin Garbis in Baltimore also 
issued a preliminary injunction in Novem- 
ber that goes further, preventing the 
administration from denying funding for 
sex-reassignment surgeries once the order 
takes effect. 

The government had asked Kollar- 
Kotelly to put the Jan. 1 date on hold while 
they appealed her full ruling, but she 
declined Monday, reaffirming the Jan. 1 
start date. Department of Justice spokes- 
woman Lauren Ehrsam said Monday 
evening that the department will ask a 
See PENTAGON, page 6 


Residents 
question 
Towson Row 
$43M deal 


Balto. Co. Council to discuss 
York Road plan at meeting 


By PAMELA Woop 
The Baltimore Sun 


Some Towson residents, alarmed by a 
Baltimore County proposal to give nearly $43 
million to the developers of the Towson Row 
project, plan to press officials for answers at a 
County Council meeting today. 

Since learning about the incentive package 
last week, many residents have been connect- 
ing over Facebook, NextDoor and email, and 
coordinating plans to attend the meeting 
where council members will discuss the deal 
to jump start the York Road development. 

“People want to know: What is this?” said 
Brenda Bodian, a resident of Towson’s 
Stoneleigh neighborhood and a commercial 
real estate professional. “It comes as a great 
shock that there’s $43 million that can be 
given to a private developer.” 

Under the proposal from Baltimore 
County Executive Kevin Kamenetz, the 
county would give $42.9 million to devel- 
opers Caves Valley Partners and Greenberg 
Gibbons over the next five years. 

The companies want to build a 12 
million-square-foot development in down- 
town Towson with an office tower, apart- 
ments, student housing, a hotel, garage and 
retail shops anchored by a Whole Foods store. 

Bodian said residents have questions about 
whether the proposal is a good financial 
move for county taxpayers, and many are 
See TOWSON, page 9 
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$1 MILLION GIFT: Baltimore philanthropists 
Patricia and Mark Joseph are donating $1 
million to the city’s chapter of Teach for 
America. primarily to benefit first-and sec- 
ond-year teachers. NEWS PG 2 
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4 aed by bomber in New York 


Law enforcement officials work after an explosion near New York’s Times Square on 
Monday. Police said a man with a pipe bomb strapped to his body set off the crude 
device in a passageway under 42nd Street. ARTICLE, NEWS PG 6 


NATION 


FIRE GROWS: Firefighters keep a wall of 
flames from descending mountains into 
coastal neighborhoods after a huge and 
destructive Southern California wildfire ex- 
ploded in size, becoming the fifth largest in 
state history. NEWS PG 6 


POLITICS 


ALABAMA ELECTION: Alabama’s U.S. Sen- 
ate campaign entered its last day Monday 
with the candidates making final appeals for 
votes and a war of robocalls between 
President Donald Trump and former Presi- 
dent Barack Obama. NEWS PG 6 
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Hopkins 
names 


new 
leader 


Duke executive 
to be president of 
medical system 


BY ANDREA K. MCDANIELS 
AND MEREDITH COHN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Johns Hopkins Health System stepped 
outside its ranks and tapped Kevin W. 
Sowers, a nurse and career executive with 
the Duke University Health System, as the 
new president and executive vice president 
of Johns Hopkins Medicine. 

He will succeed Ronald R. Peterson, who 
is retiring at the end of January after 44 
years at the medical institution. He will be 
an adviser for a year to help with the 
transition. 

Sowers will take the 
reins of the $8 billion 
academic medical center 
and health system on Feb. 
L The 56-year-old spent 
32 years with the Duke 
University Health Sys- 
tem, the last eight years as 
president and CEO of the 
flagship Duke University 
Hospital. 

The boards of trustees 
for Johns Hopkins Health System, Johns 
Hopkins University and Johns Hopkins 
Medicine approved Sower’s appointment 
on Friday. He was chosen after a national 
search. 

Dr. Paul B. Rothman, dean of the medical 
faculty and CEO of Johns Hopkins Medi- 
cine, announced the appointment to faculty 
and staff by email and made the news 
public at a press conference Monday. 

“Kevin has a sophisticated grasp of the 
complexity of a large academic health 
system and the challenges and opportuni- 
ties that we face? Rothman told the 
audience at Johns Hopkins. “Under his 
capable leadership, Duke University Hospi- 
tal saw impressive gains in clinical quality, 
patient satisfaction and finances, and its 
facilities expanded and modernized. ... 

“I have total confidence that Kevin will 
bring the same enthusiasm, strategic acu- 
men and dedication to patients that he has 
See HOPKINS, page 9 
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Domino Sugar 
heads to space 
to grow candy 


Interactive science project 
involves Baltimore students 


By COLIN CAMPBELL 
The Baltimore Sun 


Three pounds of Domino Sugar will head 
to space on Tuesday. 

The Baltimore refinery and a sister 
refinery, C&H Sugar in California, are each 
providing sugar for a cargo delivery flight to 
the International Space Station aboard a 
SpaceX Dragon spacecraft, Domino Sugar 
announced Monday. 

No, the orbiting astronauts aren’t whip- 
ping up a batch of sugar cookies for 
Christmas. They will use the sugar to grow 
crystallized rock candy in zero-gravity, 
while students — including some at Francis 
Scott Key Elementary/Middle School in 
Locust Point — grow it on Earth and 
compare their progress. 

The Crystal Growth Experiment, as the 
interactive science project is known, was 
designed by DreamUp, NanoRacks and 
Xtronaut, which develop space-related sci- 
ence, technology, engineering and math 
programs for schools. 

The rock candy experiment teaches 
students about the scientific processes of 
nucleation and crystallization, in which 
sugar molecules in a saturated solution — 
See SUGAR, page 9 
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